Conference.   There   could   therefore   be nothing wrong in its
inviting the Princes to treat with it.

The essential fact to remember in this connection is that
the Congress has no other sanction except that of persuasion
and self-suffering, any other being precluded by its creed. On
the other hand is not violence, euphemistically called physical
force, the basis and backbone of the totalitarian spirit? If it
is, and if you believe in my bona fides about non-violence and
also of the Congress, you cannot accuse either of the totalitarian^
spirit.

I am,

Yours sincerely,
M. K. Gandhi '
Ends:  2.

Rt Hon. Viscount Samuel, G.C.B., &c.,
32, Porchester Terrace,
London W. 2. (England)

Ends: "Two Parties" (Harijan, June 15, 1940)
"States and the People" (Harijan, December 3, 1938)
by M. K. Gandhi
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32, Porchester Terrace, W. 2

Paddington 0040,

2nd July, 1945

My Dear Friend,

I am very grateful for the trouble you have taken to write
to me so fully in reply to a point in one of my previous speeches,
on India. But I am bound to say that I am still not convinced.

Your plea was that the British should quit India there and
then. Powers of Government must be transferred to someone?
otherwise order could not be maintained and the social system
would collapse. Congress, you said, would "take delivery"; and
you urge that that is to be regarded as justifiable because Con-
gress sincerely wishes to embrace all parties and is trying to
do so. Yes; but while the taking of delivery is to be immediate
and certain, the other is still in the future and, it cannot be
denied, is problematical.

The fact that Britain and other countries carry on their *
affairs through majority Governments is not on a par, I sugjt
gest, with the starting of what would be in effect a new State.

*No reply was sent to this letter as it did not introduce any new
argument. P.
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